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iI-lcRdnotcl
Declslor.s regarclil19 c~.ls~ody al,!(j access are most often made without reference to the researc;n on c;nllci deve,opment, a!thoug!'!
tl,i5 literature call be LlsefLl1 II' col1cectuallzl~9 c:r.ildren's needs after separation and divorce, Research on attilcrment
processes, set)ar~tiOI'! fr~n'l Clttachmef1t figures. and the roles of mothers end tethers In promoting ~sYcf'\O$Ocial adjustment arc
rcvlewed In tllis artcie, It concludes with a discusSion of the impilcations for your,g children's parenting schedules.

I'(')wcrful i]111llence.~ !\hAPC decisions about custody and access arrangements when parents are
:,;cl')arutiI1g or divorcing, I{egardless o,/.'wI1ether pare/1ts make tl1eir decisions independently or rely on
II\cr~'II')ist.~. l;\.Islocly cv,1Il.iators, or judges tor reCOl11111endations al'ld decisionsJ stat\.ltory. l'listorical,
and cUltUI't11 !()rccs ()/1'~n dctCf!ili/:c whicl'l care arrl~ngements are deemed to be in the children's best
il1tcrestH (Kelly. I ()94). lJnfortullately. however, decision !'I'Iukers in tall1ily law and 1'I'Iel'lt~11 hea!tli
liclds rcmflin largely ignorant about severa! dect),des of research on cl'lild development. Cliild
c.lcvelopmcnt rcscarch~rs and child custody decision makers rarely cross paths, and most of the
I'clevant publicationg inte1'1ded tor i:1cademic audiences are inaccessible to casual readers,

111 thi~ tlrticlc. wc discuss rcscarch that directly l'lelps conceptualize custody and access issues that
nccd to bc ~\{idri.'$~cd WhC11 p~lrCi1ts sepal'ate. Becau:ie so Jl1ttny q\.lestions arise regarding appropritttc
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the proj:ound!y ncgativc impact on children's development of prolonged separation trom parents,
130w.lby (1969) Jlrst proposed a theoretical explanation for the importance of continLlity in
\'~lution~hil'!O)' dr~\wil'g ()!, psycl,oanalytic and ethological theory, Sllbsequent decades of research
I,ave t'ocus~d on thC;) phases and types of attachment: the security of attachments, the stability of
oltachmcmi\ (~vcr til1'\c. tl'\c contributions of int~mts and caregivers to the quality or security of
n\'ItlChmcnl.", cultural di rlerence~ in attachment outcomes, and later personality and cognitive
characteristics assoclmet.i witl, dit~t'erent types of attachment,

I{csearchers initially t(~cl.lscd CXClL1Sivcly 01'\ infant-mother attachment, and that literatLlre is best
Kt'OWn in the 111el't~\111caltJ1 COI'1'11unity, In the past 20 years, however, the meaning and importance
,~f il1tant..fatl1cr attachmcnts and of attachments to nonfamily caregivers in day care and preschool
:icttings havc bl:cn stLldicd extensively ~\S well (for detailed reviews, see J~amb, 1997a, 1998;
.I'h()ml'~()n. ! 99R).

I)I-IASI~S ()I.. I\'I"I'A(~J.!M!:';NT r;'Or~i\trATION

Attachn1~nt 1(~r!'1ation Involves reciprocal interactive processes that foster the il1fant's growing
discrimination of parents ar caregivers, as well as the emotional investment in these caregivers,
! 11ta11t.s wl'lo receive se!1sitive and responsive care from familiar adults in the COllrse of feeding,
1'(~ldjlig, talkiJ1g, 1,1'\yil1g, soothil1g, and general proximity become securely attached to them
('"I 'hampson, ! Q9R). rivet' ~\de"1uate 1evels of responsive parenting foster the j~ormation o1"1n'tal1t..
l'IlIrent tlttHCI'lI"e!'Its, ttlth()ugl, some ()i:' these relationships may be insecure. Children are nonetheless
1'I~tl'er ot~f wit!, I"securc attachn1el'lts than they are without attachment relationships at all.

r~()wlt,y ( 1 ')()9) described tOUI' phases of the attachment process. and subsequent research has
Illrgely c(~nf1rI11cd thi~ delineatiol1: (a) indiscriminate social responsiveness, (b) discriminating
1'{1ciability, (c) altachmont, and (d) goal..corrected partnerships.

111di!!crln,inat~ Social I{espol'Isivcness

I )uring this pht1~t:, which ()ccurs l')ctweel1 birth al1d 2 months. the int'ant uses al1 il'tnate repertoire of
sign~1ls to [.,ring c~\regjvcrs to I,in, or her, il'tcludil1g crying and sl't,iling, The child
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Somcwherc al'our1<.1tlle mi~idle oi" the 1st year of life, infants begin to cry or protest when separated
1)'0111 their ,~tt'c\chmellt tiglJres. This transition marks the initial attainment of the ability to recognize
that p~\rel1ts continue to exist. when they are not present, an ability rel~rred to by Piaget as object
constancy. Oi" COllrse, the understanding of this tundamental concept is quite rudimentary at first and
Co11tinlles to I11t1ture in the next year and a half of the child's lite. As this c~)mpreI1ension 111atures, the
child's ubility (0 tolerate se~"aratjon t'rOI'YI hllmans grows, although separation does remain stressflll
li)r YOllng children, Int~\11ts clearly cope better with separation from one attachment figure when they
nrc with another c.ltL,lclimellt figLlre, Nevertheless, it is important to minimize the length of time that
Infants aro se!"J,lrate<.111'om their attachment iigures; extended separations unduly stress developing
c:ltlacl1ment rel,~tion8hip8. If they are attached to both parents, as 1110st il1tants are, this l'Y1eanS tl'lat the
lcliglh ol'tjm~ with each parent needs to be adjusted to miJ1il'\'lize tl1e lengt11 oftin1e away from the
()ther parent.

('onsidcr~lblc cvidcl1C~ now exists (t()r a revjew~ see Lamb~ 1997a) tl11:\t dOCU111ents that most intalits
!()rm 111C,ll1itigllll j;ltti:\(;hn1~t1tS t() 11oth of their parents at roughly the same age (b to 7 months), This is
tr~j(;: ev~n tl10llgh many fathers in Ol!r culturc spend less tit'YIe with their infants than mothers do. '[his
indicates that timc spent interacting is not tl1e 0111y tactor 11'1 the developn'lel1t ofattac111'11ents,
'1lthough son1e t11resliold ol'interaction IS crucial. Most intwlts come to "preter" the parent who takes
1,"Jrimary responsibility f()t' tl'leir care (typically tl1eir mothers), but this does not mean that
rc!atioli.';hi\"s wit!1 tl,c other p~rent are unimportant, The~r~ference"nr tlJe ~rimarx 9~r,elwr_'§:.P;Q_e~r~

I n gel1er~11. the \,\-"1YS in which mothars ~lnd f'atliers establish relatio11s11ips with al1r.i inflLlence their
<::hildrenls dcvelol,mc!'\t is quitc Sil1iilar. Altl10Ugli l'Y1l1Ch 11&£ been J'\'lade 01" research showing that
mothers and f,1thers h~1ve disti!'\ctive styles of interaction with their infants, the difterences are
actually qllite :;;Iiiall and do not appear to be formatively significant (Lamb, 1997a). The benefits of
tiiailitaiJil11g (;~)11tUCt with both parents exceed any special need for relatio11s11ips with n1ale or t'emale
rolrel1ts.

I'he Ct'1!"Jiricalliteruture ~\Iso show~ th~\t i11fants and toddlers need regular interaction with both of
thcir pClrenl", 1'(1 roster and m~lin
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Uoul-C:orreclcd P~\rtllcrships

l:jI1~llly, tl1e go~,I-corrcctcd partncrship phase OCClITS between 24 and 36 months of age. It involves
children!s 'cmd parel1t~1 beginl1i!1g to plan jointly; children are increasingly able to compromise and to
lllk~ t!1eir pa.reI1t~' nccds into some account. Children can now understand to some extent why
\1al'el,ts comc ~111d go, and they can predict t!1eir return.J-IQ~'ever. children~t2rimitjve sense Qf ~~-
l;o11tinll~~ to

111 sum. WhCJ1 givCll tl1C opportl.lnit>',j!Jl~Dt.S tormmultigle attachme--!-1~ eacll with I.mique emotional
Ineanillg ,u1d imporlttnCe. Physical caregiving is critic~\l to survival and health, bl.lt social and
e)llt~tionQl inpl.lt n'm" diverse attachment figurcs is important as well. Children with multiple
att~\chmcnts appear t.() Cl'e~\te a hierarcl1Y of caregivers, seeking out the particular caregivers that suit
lh~ir tieeds alid nI0od~, althol.lgh they tend to accept any important attachment figure tor comfort and
:,;o()lhing W1"CI1 di.~trcss~d or RJixioUR in tl,e absence of n1ore preferred caregivers. There is no
l~videncc, h()wcvcr. tl,ar l,avil1g 1'1ll!ti~,le attachl11el1ts diminishes the strength of attachments to the
1~l'jl'1aI'Y attacl'm~llt Jigure or !igl.lres in the first 2 years of lite.

INDIVII"l.JAL 1)IJ;t:l~~I{I:~NCI:~S IN TI-[E SECURITY OF ATTACHMENT

L~xtcn8ivc rc~curch into controlled separations from and reunions with parents (using the Stral,ge
Sitl.lation procedur~) 1'~I~ supported the classification of attachment into secure al1d insecure types.
1 nS~CL1!'e att'~1cl'I'1el1t!; ~1rc fllrtllcr classified into avoida!jt, resistant, and disorganized types
(Ain~wol'th. n~lhal', W~lterg. & \\1',,11.1978: Lal11b et al., 1985, in press; "rhompson, 1998). Babies
"viti, ~ecllrc C\11i:IChI11crlt!; prcfcl' pal'cnts over str~\ljgers, may cry at separation, and it11mediately seek
iI1Ic!'~tClion l)!' Cl)t1t,\Ct with alld rc~\s~ural1ce !'i'om parents when they retun,. About two thirds of
111iddlc-class An'eric~ln il,tal,ts arc sccllrely t\ttached, presumably because their parel'!ts are
rcspon~ive to inJant cries and distrcss and arc psychologically available.

Al')Ollt 20(Yo ol~ imt\nt-parent attacl..l'1ents in middle-class American homes are insecure avoidant.
'I'hcsc babi~s ~ee1111'ot to 11otice wl'!.elj separated! avoid greeting the returning parel1ts in the
nS~eSSI'l1C'1t !'1'()Cc(.il.lrC, Ol.lt do not resist pl'lysical contact. Babies with insecu
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11,dividual dit\t'erences 111 {h~ security of attachment are important,.f£!!.1P.!!:~d tochildre.nY:-!J)OW~lL

~~1Lv~_O.l11~~

1:hese di!!~rences ~eem to reJ!ect I:ot only: the
11)ltlal dlHcrC11CC:O; 111 attachn1cnt securIty but also continued dltlerences In the qualIty ot parenting
cxpcricnccd ('I<1r rcvicws ~1nd analyses of these issues, see ["amb et ai" 1985, in press; "[hampson,
1998),

I MPf.,,!C:ATJONS Or' ATTACI-IMfZNT R1;SEARCf-I }"OR CUSTODY AND ACCESS
1\1~({ANUI..:Mr:~Nl'S

MAIN'j'I\ININU CI.III,or(I~:N'S A'rTACI-IMENTS AFTER SEPAI\ATION OR DIVOI{CE

l.[Jh9~~Ji.Y£S:L.lQ.g.£1b~r_][lQI: ~QS~~U~.~11 s both arents were l:',ili::J:..:;.l
,~~t~tl£.~~"lilL~_~JJ:ill!.it ,111"' " " ess the ct!I'ltral cl'lallen e is to mai infant- areE,t

~~~£U1,~jliku,k,\;l~u.~~ Whcn there are concerns about child maltreatment, substance abuse,
1"~l'\ta! Illness. or intcrparclita! violence, ofcollrse, evaluations of parental adequacy are essential,
i\I~d s\.lpcrvi~cd or r",su'icted visit!!'g I"lay be required to avoid coI'rlpromising the child's safety 01'
dt~vclopm(,!nt, 1:tlrthcI1~1orcj whel'l pal'ents have never lived together, and the infant has had no
o~lporttmity to becomc ~1tt~1ched U) 011C of:' the parents, as is common while paternity is being
t'st,\l,lished legally, special et~I'orts are needed to toster the development of attachment relationships.
'l'l~esc IS...\.IC8 arc beyol'ld tl,c scope of this article, however.

.I!.~:.:~.~!~,'i..9,~2g.1.1i . I . . . al .' bstantialliterature do wm~n~-.~.ad.~"9...,

j9.9,2 ~
111'1::

tl.\~.rc i~ their Psyc.11~.1?,~icaI...P9.\~.l1,~i~J._~)!~~:",
~b,,~,~, t~re pc1rel1ts~ wh~th~!:
\b\;:."l~() p,\r~l\tl' liv~..t."(?~~~b,iw:!:..\),!:_I.f.i;,t;,

',"he I~~ost coli, "'01\ I,rae I i ~~"l..!J"f~~.J.Qgy..g,\J,d eq9~,$,~~£isio,L1sha_th~_~QJ-,~eJ1.1Eh~size an9. p~~ser,!:,e-.-
~t1,L1!:JjJ.x.,i,!J and having,

s.ce.\Qg. bp1-1l
p~I.!'.~I~ts CflCh (9.1"_on£~

c~~
,

~,1;1~_C\;j.!r~,1j\)'!1;'1" tl,at il1f8nts had only one signi'l1cal1t or primary' attachment. As a result, ear!y ch\ld
d~velopl11cnt rc8carcl, followed L!ntcsted psychoanalytic theory in focusing exclusively on mothers
ul',d intt\t't~. prCSlJI11ing fatl1crs to l,c quite peripheral and unnecessary to children's development and
r~ychol()gical adjtll'tmcI1l, Thc rc."tllting custody arrangements sacrificed continuity in inf'ant..j-ather
I'clatiol,~hil'~' with lol,g-tel'm socloel'rlot
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'!:() be rc;-;1')oI1sive It) tl,e 11'1tant'~ psychological needs, lhe arentin schedules ado led for childrell

rcl(1tiollili "c .. chi!d'g se' '.. ,,' durin a time of' re '. l"he ideal sit~tiQ!)Ji

onc in nitiesto interact_with bQth ~arents every ~..o.I.~ry

Pl.lt\j,J1gl\~..tJ.c..J. To n1inimizc the deleterious impact of extended separations t'rOl1.1 eitl1.er parent,
there .'.Jhould l')c 1'10re ti'cquel'1t transitions than would perhaps be desirable with older children.~

Schedules involvil'1g alterl1ating
lol1ger blt)cks ~1f timc. such as 5 to 7 days, ShOLlld be avoided, as children this age still become fretflll
!lnd uncom !()rtable whcn separatec.1 f'rom cither parent too lol1g.

'J'l1crc is ample cvidcncc tl1a1 il'l1~nts al1d toddJers get llsed to regular transitions, such as those
,Is.l!oci~tted witl, enrl,)1111iel1t In alternative care facilities, without there being adverse effects on the
tlLlality of 111c l1ttt\chments to their parents (Lamb, 1998). The same should be true of separations in
thc conlext of ~'arel'tal ~cparation or dIvorce. Infants and toddlers should thus have muJtiple contacts
I..'Hcl~ week witl~ l~Ot!1 parents to minimize separation anxiety and maintain continuity il1 the childrenls

llttachI11cnl~,

r~!~lt.i~!~~sIJjrls. J..,lvil'g il1 Ol'le location (geographic stability) ensures only one type of stability.
Stability IS U\!\l1 crcl\ted t()1' inf:~1Iits (and older cl'lildren) by the predictable con11ngs and goings l1f
[,()th parents. regulk\1' leading ellid sleeping schedllles, consistent and appropriate care, and aftection
!lnd 1:1CccptBl1CC (Kelly, 1997). F\.lrthermore, postseparation access or contact schedules that are
111'cdictable ~111d that can be managed without str~ss or distress by il1t'ants or toddlers provide stability
lItter sep;;\ratil,)n,

()VI~I~NI(:il'ITS WI'I'I-! 'I'I..JI~ NONRESIDI~NTIAL PARENT

Wit!'I tliC 11istoric ft)CLIS on preserving tlie niother.int'ant attachment wl1ile establishing an exclusive
1'{1n1C, ovcl'nights or I;)xtt:nded visits witl1 the other parent (mostly the t~ther) were long forbidden or
strongly discollrag~d by jLldgcs. custody evaluators, therapists. mental health professionals, f~rnily
!l-\W t\tlorllcys. lInd 110t .~urprisingly, liiany niotl1ers (e.g.. Garrity & Baris, 1992; Goldstein, Freud. &
Sol nil. I <)73: (iolds1~jl'. r,'reucl. SO!11it, & (JI,')ldstein, 1986; Hodges, t 991). Hodges (1991 ), for
~xnmplc.:. st.lted tl1~\t 11)r lnll'll'lts yt)lmgcr th,l11 6 m()nths, "overr.ight visits are not likely to be in the
(.;!,ild'.t, L,)C~l lr1tcrj.)!;ts. hecfllise infants' e~lling and sleeping arrang
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'rhere ill absolutely no evidence that children's psychological adjustment or the relationships between
l:hildrtn and thcir ~')ar~nts are l'Iarl'ned wl'len children spend overnight periods with their other
rarents. An oncl1 mis-cited stlldy by Solomon (1997) reported high levels of insecure infant-mother
and int'ant-rnther attachl1'1ent when parents lived apart, although toddlers who spent overnights with
!~()th their t~t1'l,er~ at,d n'lothers were not significal~tly l1~ore likely to l~ave insecure relationships than
tno:.;e child\'~n who did I,ot l,ave overnig!1t visits with both pare1'lts.

111deed, ~ arlicul,\tccl l\bovc, th~rc is sllbstantial evidence regarding the benefits of these regular
~xpericl1cc~. Aside from mail'1taining and deepening attachments, overnights provide children with a
diversity of~ocial~ emotional, and cognJtJvely stimulating experiences that promote adaptability ~lnd
11calthy dcvcl()~'mcnt, Inliddition, meaning,/'ul f~ther-child relationships may encourage fathers to
rcmain il,vo!veJ in their childrel'1's lives by making then1 feel enfranchised as parents, Other
,ldvalltag~:.; of (ivCl'l1ights are th~ normal combination of leisure and '!real" time that extclidcd
!')(1rel,til'lg ~lf~I()rd.'\. tl,c ability to stay abreast of the constant and complex changes in the child's
(;ll.'vclo~lmcnt. opportllnities for ct~"ective discipline and teaching that are central to good parentilig,
,Ind opportlillitic.o; to rcconncct with the child in a meaningful way. In contrast, brief, 2khollr visits
rcmind inltlnts !hal thc visiti"g ~~urents exist but do not provide the broad array of parenting activities
thut anc],or tl,c rclatjor'~hjps in tlieJr 111inds.

,
us/):.

er's

Whcn thcrc arc ov~rnight.o;, it is not crucial that the two residential beds or environn'lents be the
SlIme. ~1.~ jnfant,~ adal,t q\.lickly to these difl"eret~ces, It may be more in1portant tl'lar feeding alid slcl.'p
routines bl.: sim[1ur it, each hol!!(cl,old to e!'tsure stability, Th\.IS. parents should share information
111,out bed til"c~ tll,d rituals, 1'1gl,1'. awakel'\ings~ tood preferences and feeding schedules. eft'ective
1'Il'l:\cticcs Il)1' ~oolhlt1y. llll~e~~cs. ~tnd cJ~at1ges in routine as the child matures. E~~D.t~~°.l.!~~~
(~nC()Urtl 'cd' .".. 'I' 'ators to c . 'rectlv either verbal! . i ritin, lfthis i.~
11m possihlc dlle to the il1tr~msigel1ce of either or both parents, then t1e court should l)rder the
involvement ofco-rarenting consultants, special masters, or custody mediators until the normal
ongers ofdivol'cc sul~sjde (I:~n'lcry. 1994,1999; Kelly, 1991, 1994). It is important as well to
1'1.:
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HCCiluse l,igl, col,11lct is associated with poorer cl,ild outcomes following divorce (Johnston, 1994;
Kclly. 11, pregs: Maccoby & Ml1ookin, 1992), it is preferable that transitions be accomplished
without overt cont1ict.
_tl.~~~':~l~-~ll!W;s~.~t:£.~.~~~!),g,~~Qft§!1..Q'i.~.!J.gQ.m1Q.Q.d" ~o~tb~ _definition. of course~

~ustoQ~ a11d ~1c~~ssgi~~lt.eS involve conflict i' u" d of itself is 110
11~ceSS,1r' . '11ft , l'he high con11ict j:ound hannful by researchers such as Johnston (1994)
ty 11ic~'! ly 1t,vo!vcd repeated il,cidents of spousal violence and verbal aggression continued at intense
Il.:vels l"or ext~ndcd periods or time and often in front of the children. .Johnston emphasized the
il111,ortance of cot,ti"ued re1atiol,sl,ips v,,'ith both parents except in those relatively uncommon
(;ircul"sU)t,ces il' which intel,se, protr~\cted conflict occurs,

Iligh conl1ict at the tin,c oftrun!o!ition may heighten children's anxiety about separation, Even
~'itI10ut col,nict. tr~'I1~itioI1S Ct)11 calIse unsettled behavior. f'retting~ and crying as children move trol11
(~I'C set of !'()l.ltit,cs 01' ol1C parcI1tal sty Ie to another, t\S noted above, this is especially trllC of children
1.S tCJ 24 months or ,lge. when it IS q1.1ite normal. If conflict is difficult to avoid beCallge of one or
11oth parcnts' hostility, !h<=n transitions should be implemented by babysitters or shol.lld take place at
11cutra1 pl,lce~ ,~ucl, as dEIY care centers~ special visiting centers set up for this purpose, or sllpportive
gral1dparCl1ts' 1'I(JI11Cs,

~gnc.e$.t~!h~r$.
~ ~~m_.~.~" ,~iEJJi E£.t},£ ~~.91)J:;!.,::l:'::Y.i ~.b".t h.~,ir .9 bil.gr_~DJ1~'£-o-Qlli2.~.£~l't: e en! ~ 12 a r ~1-"L

cxists. Similarl",. when fatl,erH berate mothers at transitions or refuse to co~.municate abo\.lt the..
il'l~at'lS' b~I'r\vi()r~ wl,ct, with t!,\el", tl,ey will need to demonstrate n,ore cooperative attitudes to
W\:11Tflnl mor<: (.'xt~ndcd Co11tact,

It .5hc.Juld 11c ussLlmcci th~lt parents would have somewhat dift'erent parenting styles! which are related
to their own upl,ringlng and pers()nallties. Regardless of these differences, children (and parents)
hcnerit ft'om discUSHIOI'S of disciplinary techniques and approaches as well as about the achievement
(~r mr~jor dcv~lopl"eI1tal tasks s\-lch as toilet training, F'urthermore, children v,,'ill typically have
di 111erCI1t ~{)ci~~1 ('~xI1CriCI1CC8 (~'nd hc)liday I'itllals) with each parent and with extended i1ilmilies and
ll'ic'1ds.

II
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hccomcs I~ss criticul. I';vcn SO. betorc the age of 7, and often thereaf'ter, m(.')st y(.)ungsters still enj(.')y
I'~unions duril1g the ""'eel, with each parcnl rather than extended periods without contact. By 7 or 8
ycars of age. 111ost yoLlngstC1's can manage 5- to 7-day separations from parents as part of th~ir
l'egular scl'ledlllc5 find 2-week vacations wit!'I each parent. Court orders tor young cl'lildren tl'lat
t'cflcct cl'lil(.trcn's increasing ability i() tolerate lengthier separations by building age..based and
stepv.'ise increases int(') vacation schedules are most responsive to children's best interests,

M~\liY dj~cussions of custody decisions have empl'lasized the need to identify a primary caretaker
when ~1ttcmpting to dctcrniil'le where children should spend most of their residential time (for a
rcvlew, scc Kclly, 1994). 'I'he exp,\nded world of young school..age children, the greater richness of
\.'ilildrcn'", cmoti()I1i:11 (lnc.1 cognitive abilitics, and the increasing importance ofchildren'g social and
I'l:creutionalllt'c oLltsidc the 11()!'I'Ie let\d many to conclude that the concept of the primal'Y caretaker
should play lill!c role in determining custody.liowever, particularly after the age of 5 (Chambers,
I C)84. As 11otcc.i throughout tiLlS article, cliildt'eli are enriched by regular, diverse, and appropriate
Interactions with two 11'1volved ,,11'1d emotionally supportive parents, and this is no less true of school-
oge childrcl'l as they .iolll'ney toward adolescence. Regardless of who has been the primary caretaker!
thcre/"()rc. childrt.'n hcncflt fl'om the extensive contact with both parents that. fosters meaningful
1~lther-child and mother-child rcl'r.\lionships,
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